
Why does groundwater sustainability 
matter?

Water is vital to the economy, the environ-
ment, and the quality of life in Sacramento 
County.  While this precious resource is visible 
every day in the American, Sacramento and 
Cosumnes Rivers, water underground is no 
less important, providing about half of the re-
gion’s water supply.  Groundwater in the South 
American Subbasin (SASb) serves the needs 
of cities, farms and businesses and provides 
high quality drinking water to urban and ru-
ral residents, all while helping to sustain vital 
ecosystems.  A plan to sustainably manage the 
SASb is essential so the groundwater basin can 
satisfy all of these needs in perpetuity.

What is the SASb?

The South American Subbasin (SASb) (DWR 
Bulletin 118, 5- 21.65) is a high priority sub-
basin within the larger Sacramento Valley 
Groundwater Basin. A majority of the SASb is 
surrounded by rivers including the American 
River on the northern boundary, the Cos-
umnes and Mokelumne Rivers on the south, 
and the Sacramento River forming the western 

boundary. The eastern boundary is the only 
area not bounded by a river, located where the 
alluvial sediments of the groundwater basin 
give way to the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. 
The SASb shares boundaries with five adjacent 
subbasins, the Yolo Subbasin to the northwest, 
Solano Subbasin to the west, North American 
Subbasin to the north, and the Eastern San Joa-
quin and Cosumnes Subbasins to the south.

Who are the SASb GSAs?

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) 
were formed in accordance with the Sustain-
able Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). 
The GSAs in the Subbasin are working together 
to meet SGMA requirements and collabora-
tively prepare a single GSP to be submitted by 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (SASb GSP)

The SASb includes the following six GSAs:

▶ County of Sacramento 
▶ Northern Delta 
▶ Reclamation District #551 
▶ Omochumne-Hartnell Water District 
▶ Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 
▶ Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District



the state by January 31, 2022. A GSP Working 
Group (WG) was established per a Memoran-
dum of Understanding to provide recommen-
dations related to development of the GSP. 
This GSPWG is comprised of representatives 
from five of the six GSAs within the Subbasin 
and follows a consensus-based decision-mak-
ing structure, where each GSA representative 
receives an equal voice. The GSPWG will have 
regular coordination meetings to discuss GSP 
technical development and public outreach 
and engagement activities in order to prepare 
a GSP for ultimate adoption by the respective 
GSA Boards by January 31, 2020.

What is SGMA?

The Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA) is a California Law, comprised of 
three bills (AB 1739, SB 1168, and SB 1319), 
that provides local agencies with a framework 
for managing groundwater basins/subbasins 
in a sustainable manner. Recognizing that 
groundwater is most effectively managed at 
the local level, SGMA empowers local agen-

cies by providing them with the authority, the 
technical and the financial means necessary to 
achieve sustainability within 20 years.

What is a GSA?

A local agency or combination of local agencies 
with water supply, water management or land 
use responsibilities may establish a Groundwa-
ter Sustainability Agency (GSA). It is the GSA’s 
responsibility to develop and implement a 
groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) that con-
siders all beneficial uses and users of ground-
water in the basin/subbasin.

What is a GSP?
GSAs must develop GSPs in accordance with the 
requirements of the California Department of 
Water Resources’ (DWR) GSP Regulations. The 
plan(s) must include measurable objectives and 
interim milestones that ensure basin sustainability 
within 20 years of GSP adoption. A basin may be 
managed by a single GSP or multiple coordinated 
GSPs.

* The South American Subbasin is designated by the State as high priority, but not critically overdrafted. Therefore the GSP is due in 
2022. GSPs for critically-overdrafted basins were due in 2020.

Why You Should  
Be Involved

Join us and learn about 
the condition and 
future health of your 
groundwater subbasin. 
Participate in the 
process to understand 
what needs to be done 
to protect the quality 
and availability of this 
valuable resource. 
Learn why maintaining a 
sustainable groundwater 
subbasin matters to the 
economy, environment, 
and quality of life of 
our urban and rural 
communities.



SASb GSP Development Process Timeline

What is the timeline for implementing SGMA?
The major milestones for South American Subbasin GSP implementation are shown below.

Important SGMA Terms
With the passage of SGMA came a new set of terms and definitions for groundwater manage-
ment in California. Find the definitions of frequently used SGMA terms below.

Groundwater 

Groundwater is water held in reservoirs beneath the surface of the ground in permeable mate-
rial. Aquifers hold and transmit groundwater in a groundwater basin or subbasin. When water 
extractions from an aquifer exceeds water input (or recharge), it is in groundwater overdraft.
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Sustainability Indicators

Any of the effects caused by groundwater con-
ditions occurring throughout the basin that, 
when significant and unreasonable, cause un-
desirable results. These effects include: chron-
ic lowering of groundwater levels, reduction 
of groundwater storage, seawater intrusion, 
degraded water quality, land subsidence, and 
depletion of interconnected surface waters.

Undesirable Results

The significant and unreasonable occurrence 
of any of the six sustainability indicators consti-
tutes an undesirable result. 

Sustainable Management Criteria

Process by which the Agency [GSA] shall char-
acterize undesirable results, and establish min-
imum thresholds,  measurable objectives and 
interim milestones for each applicable sustain-
ability indicator.

Sustainability Goal

Goal for the basin that culminates in the ab-
sence of undesirable results within 20 years of 
the applicable statutory deadline.

Minimum Thresholds

Numeric value for each sustainability indicator 
used to define the level above which undesir-
able results do not occur.

Measurable Objective

Specific, quantifiable goals for the mainte-
nance or improvement of specified groundwa-
ter conditions that have been included in an 
adopted Plan [GSP] to achieve the sustainabili-
ty goal for the basin.

Monitoring Network

Progress toward meeting objectives will be 
charted using a monitoring network. Each 
network is made up of monitoring points that 
track conditions that could lead to undesirable 
results. Each point has a minimum threshold 
and a measurable objective. Adequate spatial 
and temporal coverage is required for the sub-
basin.

How to find out more about SASb GSP Development

GSP development information: sasbgroundwater.org 

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
County of Sacramento: www.SacCountyGroundwater.org

Northern Delta: https://www.ndgsa.org/

Omochumne-Hartnell Water District: http://www.ohwd.org/

Reclamation District #551: https://waterresources.saccounty.net/stormready/Pages/Delta-Rec-
lamation-Dist-551.aspx

Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority: https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/Pages/default.
aspx

Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District: http://sloughhousercd.org/


